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Executive Summary 
 

Engineering and Environmental Services (EES Group, Inc.) has completed a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of the Marienville Un-Improved Lot, located on 
PA Route 66, 0.6 miles south of the village of Marienville, Jenks Township, Forest 
County, Pennsylvania.  This ESA was performed in conformance with the scope and 
limitations of the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Designation:  E 
1527-05, Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment Process.  In order to complete this assessment, EES 
performed an on-site evaluation and reviewed State and Federal databases and other 
historical data.  Interviews were also conducted with the USDA Lands Program 
Manager and the Allegheny National Forest’s Facilities Engineer.  
This Phase I ESA report summarizes these activities, including the information obtained 
and the conclusions reached.   
This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in 
connection with the property. 
This report was prepared for the sole use of The USDA Forest Services, Allegheny 
National Forest.  EES does not warrant the information contained in this report for use 
by any party other than the Client for whom it was prepared.  Any reliance on or use of 
this report by any party other than the Client will be at such third party(s) risk, and no 
warranties or representations, expressed or implied, are made to any third party.   
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Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report  
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose 

Engineering and Environmental Services (EES Group, Inc.) has 
completed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of the 
Marienville Un-Improved Lot, located on State Route 66, 0.6 miles south 
of the village of Marienville, Jenks Township, Forest County, PA. EES’ 
purpose was to identify recognized environmental conditions in connection 
with the property, to the extent feasible, pursuant to the process included 
in a Phase I ESA. 

1.2 Scope of Work 

EES performed this Phase I Site Assessment in accordance with the 
standard practice for a Phase I ESA, as specified in the ASTM Standard 
E-1527-05.  This investigation included all standard and customary 
procedures for this assessment and no exceptions or exclusions to the 
standard practice were taken.  EES performed a Records Review, Site 
Reconnaissance, and Interviews in preparation of this report. 
This Phase I ESA Report presents the findings of that survey, data 
generated subsequent to our site visit, and conclusions regarding the 
conditions discovered.  

1.3 Significant Assumptions  

The following information and assumptions are based upon ASTM 
Standard E 1527-05, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process: 
As indicated in ASTM Standard E 1527-05, no environmental site 
assessment (ESA) can wholly eliminate uncertainty regarding the potential 
for recognized environmental conditions in connection with a property.  
This practice is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty 
regarding the potential for recognized environmental conditions in 
connection with a property and recognizes reasonable limits of time and 
cost. 
Additionally, it should be noted that portions of this report are based on 
unverified information supplied to EES by third-party sources.  While 
efforts have been made to substantiate third-party information, EES 
cannot guarantee its completeness or accuracy. 
EES has performed all activities, appropriate and necessary, to evaluate 
the environmental status of the property under Phase I guidelines. 

 



Allegheny National Forest Un-Improved Lot        2                                                        February 9, 2007 

1.4 Limitations and Exceptions 

This report was prepared for the sole use of The USDA Forest Services, 
Allegheny National Forest (ANF).  EES does not warrant the information 
contained in this report for use by any party other than the Client for whom 
it was prepared.   

1.5 User Reliance 

Any reliance on or use of this report by any party other than the Client will 
be at such third party(s) risk, and no warranties or representations, 
expressed or implied, are made to any third party.   

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1  Location and Legal Description 

The subject of this investigation is the Marienville Un-Improved Lot, 
located on State Route 66, 0.6 miles south of the village of Marienville, 
Jenks Township, Forest County, PA.  The Marienville Un-Improved Lot 
was obtained by the Allegheny National Forest on August 26, 1948 with 
the following legal description: 
Beginning at CORNER 1, a point 40 feet from the center line of the 
General Kane Highway, common to the lands of H.H. Harp Estate and 
Pennsylvania Department of Highways on a flat set a 2” x 48” Iron Pipe in 
a mound of stones.  An 8” Maple bears N 74° E 0.59 chains distant, and 
an 8” iron wood bears N 66° E 0.64 chain distant both blazed and scribed 
B.T. 1-896. 
Thence two (2) lines with said Harp Estate lands: S 43° 56’ E 1.56 chains 
to CORNER 2 in an open flat, set a 2” x 48” Iron Pipe in a mound of 
stones.  A 24” Maple bears N 1° W 0.61 chain distant, blazed and scribed 
B.T. 2-896. 
S 89°13’ E 3.15 chains to CORNER 3, in a clearing, in line with 2-14” 
catalpa line trees, set a 2” x 48” Iron Pipe in a mound of stones.  A 14” 
Catalpa bears N 89° W 0.31 chain distant and a 20” Maple bears N 23° E 
0.67 chain distant, both blazed and scribed B.T. 3-896. 
Thence with land of Howard L. Harp N 45° 57’ E 4.75 chains to CORNER 
4 in a second growth hardwood on a flat, set a 2” x 48” Iron Pipe in a 
mound of stones.  A 24” Maple bears N 57 ° W 0.19 chains distant and a 
24” Maple bears N 7° 0.62 chain distant, both blazed and scribed B.T. 4-
896. 
Thence with other lands of Howard L. Harp and land of W.L. Hoover N 42° 
43’ W 1.47 chains passing in line 1” Iron Pipe, in all 3.79 chains to 
CORNER 5, a point 40 feet southeast of the center line of the General 
Kane Highway set a 2: x 48: iron Pipe in a mound of stones. A 14” 
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Hemlock bears N 56° E 0.24 chains distant and a 12” Maple bears N 5° W 
0.62 chain distant, both blazed and scribed by B.T. 5-896. 
Thence S 45° 57’ W 7.07 chains parallel to the General Kane Highway to 
the PLACE OF BEGINNING, containing 2.42 acres, be the same more or 
less. 
THE ABOVE DESCRIBED parcel or tract of land compromises a portion 
of the land described in the DEED to Howard L. Harp from Mrs. Mary 
Bevier, and others, being a widow and heirs of Edwin Bevier under date of 
December 13, 1915 and recorded in Forest County, Pennsylvania, 
Records in Deed Book 45, Page 567. 

2.2 Site and Vicinity General Characteristics 

The site is located on State Route 66.  The wooded parcel of land is un-
developed and un-improved. 

2.3 Current Use of the Property  

The property currently has no uses and is un-occupied. 

2.4 Property Description  

The site is un-improved.  A natural gas line was observed on the western 
portion of the property and appeared to run in a north/south direction.  
Telephone poles were also observed on the western boundary and 
appeared to contain electrical and phone services. 

2.5 Current Use of Adjoining Properties 

The north, east and south property lines were bordered by residential 
homes.  The western property boundary consisted of State Route 66. 

3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

3.1 Title Records 

Title Records were provided by the Allegheny National Forest.  The 
property was purchased by the United States of America from Mr. Harold 
L. Harp on August 26, 1948.   
Tax assessment records were also provided by the Allegheny National 
Forest.  The property tax records dated back to 1852.  Through the period 
of 1852 through 1873 taxes were assessed to Cyrus Blood.  In 1874 
through 1892 the property taxes were assessed to R.J. Blood.  In 1893 
through 1915 the taxes were assessed to Ed Bevier. In 1916 through 1946 
the property taxes were assessed to Howard L. Harp. 
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3.2 Environmental Liens or Activity of Use Limitations 

Allegheny National Forest was not aware of any Environmental Liens or 
Activity Use Limitation on the property.   

3.3 Specialized Knowledge 

There was no specialized knowledge for the subject property. 

3.4 Reasonable Ascertainable Information 

The Allegheny National Forest provided all available information 
concerning the property.  The past uses of the property were 
communicated, there has been no known spills or chemical releases and 
there has not been any environmental cleanups that have taken place at 
the property. 

3.5 Owner, Property Manager, Occupant Information 

The property is owned and managed by the USDA Forest Services, 
Allegheny National Forest. 

3.6 Reason for Phase I 

The property was identified for conveyance on the Facility Master Plan for 
the Allegheny National Forest.  The sale of the property would reduce 
unneeded maintenance costs and allow for maintenance funding for the 
existing ANF owned properties. 
This Phase I ESA will be used to quantify any recognized environmental 
conditions that may have a potential affect on this type of transaction. 
 

4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

4.1 Records Review 

The following records and databases were searched for a one mile radius 
as part of the Scope of Work for this Phase I- ESA: 
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Federal Records 

ABBREVIATION DESCRIPTION 

NPL National Priority List 

Proposed NPL Proposed National Priority List Sites 

De-listed NPL National Priorities List Deletions 

NPL Recovery Federal Superfund Liens 

CERCLIS Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, Liability Information System. 

CERCLIS-NFRAP No further Remedial Action Planned 

CORRACTS Corrective Action Report 

RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

ERNS Emergency Response Notification System 

HMIRS Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System 

USENG Engineering Controls Sites List 

US INST Sites with Institutional Controls 

DOD Department of Defense Sites 

FUDS Formerly Used Defense Sites 

US Brownfield A listing of Brownfield Sites 

Consent Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 

ROD Records of Decision 

UMTRA Uranium Mill Tailings 

ODI Open Dump Inventory 

TRIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System 

TSCA Toxic Substance Control Act 

FTTS FIFRA/TSCA tracking system 

FTTS INSP FIFRA/TSCA tracking system 

SSTS Section 7 Tracking System 

PADS PCB Activity Database 

MLTS Material Licensing Tracking System 

MINES Mines Master Index File 

FINDS Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 

RAATS RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 

BRS Biennial Reporting System 
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State Records Search 

ABBREVIATION DESCRIPTION 

SHWS Hazardous Waste Cleanup Act Sites List 

HCSA HSCA Remedial Sites Listing 

SWF/LF Licensed Solid Waste Facilities 

HIST LF Old Solid Waste Landfill 

LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tank File 

UNREG LTANKS Ohio Leaking UST File 

UST Underground Storage Tank File 

LAST Storage Tank Release Sites 

AST Listing of PA Regulated ASTs 

PA Manifest Manifest Information 

ACT 2-Deed Act-2 Deed Acknowledgement Sites 

ENG CONTROLS Engineering Controls Site List 

INST CONTROL Institutional Controls Site Listing 

VCP Voluntary Cleanup Sites 

DRYCLEANERS Drycleaners Facility Locations 

BROWNFIELDS Brownfield Sites 

AIRS Permit and Emissions Inventory Data 

Tribal Records 

ABBREVIATION DESCRIPTION 

INDIAN RESERV Indian Reservations 

INDIAN LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tanks 

INDIAN UST Underground Storage Tanks 

Other Database 

ABBREVIATION DESCRIPTION 

EDR Proprietary 
Historical Databases Manufactured Gas Plants 
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4.2 Records Review Results for the Property 

The target property was the Marienville Un-Improved Lot located on State 
Route 66, 0.6 miles south of Marienville, PA 16239.  The approximate 
elevation of the target property was 1,710 ft above sea level.  There were 
no results found in the databases searched as part of this ESA for the 
target property. 

4.3 Records Review Results for the Adjoining Properties 

Federal, State, and Local Database 

There were no results found in the searched databases for the adjoining 
properties.  One facility was listed in the AST (above ground storage) 
database.  The facility was approximately 0.25 miles from the target 
property and at an equal elevation.  The facility was listed as the 
Marienville Stock Area on Route 66, 4 Miles North on Left and was owned 
by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  The AST registered 
as a 10,000 gallon diesel fuel tank with no enforcement actions cited. 
In addition to the sites listed above, records were found on the following 
orphan sites.  Orphan sites are facilities that are found in the database 
search but do not contain enough information to provide the details of the 
elevations or locations in reference to the target property.  The summary 
of the sites are listed below: 

 The Marienville STP, located at 2005 S. Forest St. was listed in the 
FINDS database. 

 Highland Forest Resources, located on Route 66, South was listed 
in the AST database. 

 SCI Forest County, located on Route 66, was listed in the AST 
database. 

 Marienville Furnace Property Residential Cleanup, located between 
the B&O Railroad and Bevier, was listed in the CERCLIS and 
FINDS databases. 

 James D Grant Property, located at Box 98 Route 66, was listed in 
the LUST database. 

 Glass Containers on 137 Cherry Street was listed in the VCP 
database. 

 Marienville Pennzoil, located on Cherry Street, was listed in the 
LUST and UST database. 

 Marienville Foundry, located on South Forest Street, was listed in 
the FINDS and CERCLIS-NFRAP database. 
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 Marienville Shop, located on Forestry Road 217, was listed in the 
AST database. 

 Kwik Fill M391, located on HC2 Route 66 N Box 130 D, was listed 
in the UST database. 

 USDA Forest Service, located at Star RT 2 US RT 66, was listed in 
the PA Manifest database. 

The above facility locations were not adjoining to the target property. 

Well log Searches 

 There were seven well logs that were found within 1/2 to 1 mile of 
the property.  The wells were found in the State Database well 
information and consisted of domestic and public potable water 
wells.  One of the seven wells was listed as having three past 
enforcement actions.  The well was located at the Loletta Road 
Runner Travel Center, located at HC 3 Box 206, Marienville, PA 
16239.  The well was listed in the Federal Public Water Supply 
System.  A first notice of violation was issued on January 1, 1993 
for having unacceptable levels of nitrites and nitrates.  The violation 
ended on December 31, 1993.  A second notice of violation was 
issued on January 7, 1995 for having unacceptable levels of coli 
form.  State compliance was listed as being achieved on December 
22, 1993.  The third notice of violation was issued on July 1, 2001 
for having unacceptable levels of coli form.  State compliance was 
listed as being achieved on August 1, 2001.  

5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

5.1 Methodology 

A site visit was conducted on December 13, 2006, to provide observations 
for this ESA.  Visual observations were recorded and the site was photo-
documented.  The exterior observations began on the south side of the 
property and continued around the property in a counter-clockwise 
fashion.  After the exterior property observations were made, the interior of 
the property was walked in horizontal and vertical transverses to look for 
visible signs of unfavorable environmental conditions. 

5.2 General Site Setting 

The site is an un-improved lot located on State Route 66 and 
approximately 0.6 miles south of Marienville.  The topography of the site 
appeared generally flat with a slight gradual slope to the south.  The 
property was heavily wooded with approximately six to twelve inches of 
leaves covering the grounds surface. 
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According to the Physical Source Setting Summary of the Property 
(included in Appendix B), the general topographical gradient was to the 
south and slightly west.  The property was not listed in a FEMA flood 
zone.  The property was also not included in the National Wetlands 
inventory.  The depth to the water table for the area was reported to be 
greater than six feet with the depth to bedrock greater than 40 inches.  
The upper soil layer (0 to 6 inch depth) was reported as fine grained soils, 
which consisted of silts and clays.  The surficial soil layer (6 to 32 inch 
depth) was reported as coarse grained soils, which consisted of silts and 
gravel fines.  The shallow soil layer (32 to 56 inch depth) was reported as 
coarse grained soils, which consisted of silts and gravel fines.  The deeper 
soil layer (greater than 56 inch depth) was reported as un-weathered 
bedrock. 

5.3 Exterior Observations 

South  

 The property was bordered by residential property. 

 The property appeared to have a gentle slope to the south. 
 There were small piles of timber on a portion of the south and east 

sides of the property near a residential home. 

East 

 The property was bordered by residential properties.   

North 

 The property was bordered by residential properties. 
 There was small brush piles located on the north central portion of 

the property near a residential home. 

West 

 The property was bordered by State Route 66.  A drainage ditch 
was located between the property boundary and State Route 66.  
The water in the ditch was flowing to the south and did not contain 
any visible signs of oil or odors. 

 Telephone poles were observed running north and south along the 
property boundary.  The poles appeared to contain electrical and 
phone service.  The poles did not contain any transformers along 
the property boundary. 
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Center 

 A small pile of trash and debris was observed.  The pile consisted 
of plastic, rusted metal cans, and a tire.  The trash pile was covered 
with rotting leaves, which suggested that the pile had been there for 
a significant period of time. 

6.0 INTERVIEWS 

6.1 Interview Lands Program Manager 

The interview with Mr. Ralph M. Bowmaster, USDA Forest Service, 
Allegheny National Forest, and Lands Program Manager took place in 
person on December 13, 2006.  The following information was obtained 
during the interview: 

 The property was originally purchased for construction of an 
Allegheny National Forest Office complex. 

 The property had never been improved. 
 To the best of his knowledge, Mr. Bowmaster was unaware of any 

environmental issues with the property. 

6.2 Interview with Facilities Engineer 

The interview with Len Jedreck, USDA Forest Service, Allegheny National 
Forest, Facilities Engineer, took place on January 8, 2007, via 
teleconference.  The following information was obtained during the 
interview: 

 Mr. Jedreck had been employed by the ANF since 1979 and was 
familiar with the past property uses. 

 There were no known environmental liens filed against the 
property. 

 There were no activity and land use limitations imposed on the 
property. 

 The property was never improved or used for any Forest Service 
purposes. 

 There have been no known or reported environmental spills on the 
property. 

 There have been no known environmental spills or environmental 
cleanups on the adjoining properties. 

 To the best of his knowledge, Mr. Jedreck was unaware of any 
environmental issues with the property. 

 



Allegheny National Forest Un-Improved Lot        11                                                        February 9, 2007 

7.0 FINDINGS 

7.1 Summary of Findings 

Information gathered during this ESA has revealed the following findings: 

 There were no recognized environmental conditions observed 
during the site reconnaissance. 

 There were no records found on the target property. 

 There were no records found on the adjoining properties. 

 One site located approximately 0.25 miles from the target property 
was listed as having an above ground storage tank (AST). 

 There were eleven sites found in the records search within one mile 
of the property. 

 Of the seven well logs found in the records search, one of the wells 
was listed under enforcement actions for coli form and nitrates.  
The well was approximately 0.5- to 1 mile from the site. 

8.0 OPINIONS 

The site reconnaissance and records review did not reveal recognized 
environmental conditions in connection with the property. 

9.0 CONCLUSIONS 

EES had performed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment in 
conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM Practice E 1527 of 
the Marienville Un-Improved Lot, The Property.  Any exceptions to or 
deletions from this practice are described in Sections 1.3, 1.4, and 1.5 of 
this report.  This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized 
environmental conditions in connection with the property. 

10.0 REFERENCES 

-ASTM International, Designation E 1527-05, Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Process 
-EDR, Environmental Resources Inc. 
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11.0 SIGNATURE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONAL 

I declare that to the best of my professional knowledge and belief, I meet 
the definition of Environmental Professional as defined in Section 312.10 
of 40 CFR 312, and I have the specific qualification based on education, 
training, and experience to assess a property of the nature, history, and 
setting of the subject property.  I have developed and performed all 
appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set 
forth in 40 CFR Part 312. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Ronald L. Lucy Jr., CHMM 
Director of Environmental Health and Safety 
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Ronald L. Lucy, Jr., CHMM 
 

Director of Environmental Health and Safety 
 

Engineering & Environmental Services (EES Group, Inc.) 
 

Education:  

BS, Environmental and Hazardous Materials Management, 1995 

MS, Environmental Management, 1997 

CHMM, Certified Hazardous Materials Manager 

Summary of Experience: 

Ron Lucy has over 14 years of experience working in the Environmental Industry.  
Projects include: Site Remediation, Sampling and Analysis, Hazardous Waste 
Management, Industrial Hygiene, Emergency Response, and Environmental Site 
Assessments.   

The Projects have encompassed various levels of contamination from many types of 
contaminants such as asbestos, acids, bases, lead, hydrocarbons, organic compounds, 
PCBs, mercury, heavy metals, mold, and radiological that have affected air, soil, and 
water.   

The projects and experience have been performed for a wide range commercial and 
government clients.  Government Clients have included USACE (U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers), USEPA (U.S. Environmental Protections Agency) Regions IV and V, ODNR 
(Ohio Department of Natural Resources), OEPA (Ohio Environmental Protections 
Agency), USDOJ (U.S. Department of Justice), and USDOE (U.S. Department of 
Energy).  Commercial Clients have included Fortune 500 companies, Utility Companies, 
Transportation Industry, Chemical Manufacturing and Distribution, and Private Clients 
throughout several states. 
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